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About the Nordic-Baltic Maritime Forum
Spanning four days of engaging, informative, and dynamic activities, the 
Forum’s aim was to bring industry stakeholders to Helsinki to learn firsthand 
about the Nordic-Baltic region’s strong maritime capabilities, technological 
excellence, and proactive approach to innovation and sustainability.

The Forum highlighted innovation in marine energy (conventional and 
alternative fuels), shipbuilding and technology, and ports and terminals, 
with a key focus on Finland’s contributions to these sectors. 

The Forum included:

•	 A visit to P2X Solution’s facility in Harjavalta, Western Finland, which is 
Finland’s first industrial scale renewable hydrogen production facility.

•	 A technical visit to the Port of Helsinki’s West Harbour which provided an 
overview of port operations and infrastructure.

•	 The Nordic-Baltic Resilience Summit, which was organised and hosted 
by Port Pool / Finnish Ports Association and Maritime Transport Pool 
/ Finnish Shipowners’ Association, under the auspices of the Finnish 
National Emergency Supply Agency (NESA).

•	 Innovation Day which was delivered by NBMF Innovation Partners 
across a range of formats, including roundtable discussions and working 
groups, specialised seminars and discussion panels – all of which were 
intended to encourage delegate interaction and foster cross-disciplinary 
conversations.

•	 The NBMF 26 Headline Conference, which debated the most pressing 
issues facing the global maritime sector and highlighted how the 
Nordic-Baltic region is shaping the maritime future through the energy 
transition, shipbuilding, digitalisation and AI, and innovation in ports and 
terminals.

Delegate attendance

Innovation Day 
and Headline 
Conference



3The Nordic-Baltic Maritime Forum 2026 Post Event Report

Denmark

Estonia

Finland

Latvia

Norway

Sweden

Countries 
Represented

E   ERGY
Tech Review

Media partners and supporting organisations

®

International Ship Engineering Service 

Innovation Partners

Brought to you by

Data Partner Energy Partners

The Oil Market Journal

Germany

Ireland

Japan

Netherlands

Portugal

Spain

Switzerland

UK

United Arab Emirates

https://teknologiateollisuus.fi/meriteollisuus/
https://cleanerseas.com/
https://www.isesassociation.com/
https://www.ewaba.eu/
https://finnishports.fi/
https://shipowners.fi/en/
https://ibia.net/
https://www.tge-marine.com/
https://www.vttresearch.com/en
https://zeronorth.com/
https://wingd.com/
https://www.omnysecurity.com/home
https://www.furstenbergmaritime.com/
https://agriportance.com/en/
https://ship.energy
https://ahticlimate.com/
https://www.the-omj.com/
https://p2x.fi/en/project/
https://www.portofhelsinki.fi/en/
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ABB Marine 
Aalto University 
Abo Akademi University 
AFRY Management Consulting 
Agriportance GmbH 
AHTI CLIMATE AB 
Alfons Hakans AS 
Bunker Partner OU 
Bunker Suite 
Bureau Veritas Marine & Offshore 
Clipper Bulk A/S 
Corvus Energy 
Deltamarin 
DNV AS 
Eltronic Fueltech 
Enova SF 
ESL Shipping 
Estonian Maritime Academy 
Estonian Ministry of Climate 
ETFuels 
European Maritime Safety Agency - EMSA 
Finnish Marine Industries 
Finnish Shipowners Association 

Finnish Transport Infrastructure Agency 
Finnlines 
Foreship Ltd 
Furstenberg Maritime 
Futures Platform 
GENA Solutions Oy 
HPP Attorneys 
IINO UK Ltd 
International Maritime Organization 
International Ship Engineering Services Association 
JETRO London 
Langh Group Oy Ab 
Lloyd’s Register GMT Ltd 
Lockton Norway AS 
MarineFifty 
Ministry of Economic Affairs and Employment 
Ministry of Transport & Communications of Finland 
Neste Shipping Oy 
Nordic Investment Bank 
Norwegian Ministry of Climate and Environment 
Oil Market Journal 
Omny Security 
P2X Solutions 

Port of Hanko Ltd 
Port of Helsinki 
Port of Oulu 
Rauma Marine Constructions 
Rederi Ab Eckerö 
RINA 
RINA Consulting BV 
ScanOcean AB 
SRC Group 
Sweco Finland 
Tallinn University 
TGE Marine 
TRAFICOM 
TS-EuroMarine Solutions Oy 
Thruster Systems, Kongsberg Maritime Finland 
VLD Group 
Viking Line 
VTT 
Wartsila 
Weathernews Scandinavia 
WinGD 
Yara International AS 
ZeroNorth

Delegates, Representing...
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26 March 2026

WELCOME ADDRESS
Lulu Ranne, Finland’s Minister of Transport and Communications

CONFERENCE KEYNOTES: HIGH AMBITION – DEEP CHALLENGES
Keynote presentations which addressed the key short- and longer-term challenges/
opportunities for shipping, energy producers, port and technology companies in 
relation to decarbonisation and also commercial challenges, such as the potential 
impact on trade flows due to any future major shifts to deglobalisation.

SESSION 1 – CATALYSTS FOR CHANGE
Speakers explored key drivers of maritime energy transition, including regulation, 
finance, and collaboration across Nordic-Baltic initiatives. The session highlighted 
challenges, capacity building, competitiveness, green shipping corridors, and the 
growing threat of cyberattacks.

SESSION 2 – OWNING THE TASK
This session focused on shipowners and operators, exploring decisions on fuels, 
technology, fleet renewal, compliance, and crew development. It examined how 
especially small and mid-sized owners balance these challenges, signal demand to 
fuel producers, and approach financing, retrofits, and optimisation in an uncertain 
market. 

Headline Conference 
Programme

SESSION 3 – A NEW INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION
This session highlights Nordic-Baltic expertise in maritime technology, digitalisation, 
offshore infrastructure, and shipbuilding. It explored how policy and collaboration 
support innovation, global partnerships, and the region’s competitive edge in both 
traditional and clean tech sectors.

SESSION 4 – PORTS: REFRAMING SHIPPING AND TRADE CONNECTIONS
This session explored how Nordic-Baltic ports are evolving to support the energy 
transition while maintaining their central role in logistics. It covered strategies 
in areas such as energy storage, bunkering, shore power, carbon capture, and 
sustainable operations, highlighting how ports are redefining their operational and 
commercial role.

CLOSING CONVERSATION
In this last session of the NBMF, industry leaders representing the Finnish Ports 
Asociation and the Finnish Shipowners’ Association discussed how national skillsets 
and strengths in maritime’s energy transition and technology innovation can 
contribute individually and collaboratively to energise global dialogue, encourage 
global knowledge sharing, and forge international commercial partnerships.

VIEW ONLINE

https://ship.energy/conference_programme/nbmf26-programme/
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Moderators

Lesley 
Bankes-Hughes
ship.energy

Llewellyn 
Bankes-Hughes
ship.energy

Ulla Tapaninen
Tallinn University of 
Technology, Estonia

Mats Björkendahl
Finnish Shipowners’ 
Association

Chris Greenwood
Bureau Veritas 
Marine & Offshore

Lulu Ranne
Finland’s Minister 
of Transport and 
Communications

Björn Blomqvist
Finnish Shipowners’ 
Association

Johanna Boijer-
Svahnström
Viking Line

Carmelo Cartalemi
WinGD

Thomas Doepel
Finnlines

Joonatan Haukilehto
Foreship

Piia Karjalainen
Finnish Ports 
Association

Mikki Koskinen
ESL Shipping Oy 
and ECSA

Laura Langh-Lagerlöf
Langh Group Oy Ab and 
daughter
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Felix Leworthy
ETFuels 

Hannes Lilp
SRC Group

Vesa Marttinen
Port of Helsinki Ltd

Marko Mykkänen
Port of Oulu

Bo Nordberg
Nordic Investment 
Bank

Sveinung Oftedal
Norwegian Ministry 
of Climate and 
Environment

David Osborn
International Maritime 
Organization

Maja Markovčić 
Kostelac
European Maritime 
Safety Agency (EMSA)

Mikko Pihlatie
VTT

Jussi Rämä
P2X Solutions

Reko-Antti Suojanen
Ministry of Economic 
Affairs and Employment

Kristjan Truu
Estonian Ministry of 
Climate

Tiina Tuurnala
Finnish Shipowners’ 
Association

Anton Westerlund
Kongsberg Maritime

Kenneth Widell
Wärtsilä
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Marketing
This campaign promotes the Nordic-Baltic Maritime Forum through a clear funnel: it starts by building 
awareness and credibility with strong branding and partnerships, then highlights expert speakers and 
key industry themes like AI and decarbonisation to demonstrate value, and finally creates urgency with 
a “one month to go” message and call to register. Overall, it guides the audience from initial interest to 
action while reinforcing the event’s role as a leading maritime innovation gathering.
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Delegate 
Feedback

“A powerful reminder of just how critical the shipping industry is — not only for 
everyday life and supply chains, but also for national resilience and security.
This reality really came to life at the Nordic Baltic Maritime Forum in Helsinki, 
excellently organized by ship.energy.

It was a pleasure to meet and exchange perspectives with some of the people 
shaping the industry. Strong, forward-thinking companies and leaders like these 
will be key as we navigate the challenges and opportunities ahead.” 
 
Anders Larsen-Ross,  
Marine Business Development Manager Nordics, RINA

“With representatives from the Finnish Government, IMO, EMSA, ports, 
shipowners, and technology companies all part of the programme, the 
conversations were practical and included some lively debate - which is exactly 
what this industry needs.

I hope this is the beginning of a long run for this forum in Helsinki. It would be a 
strong place to come back to in the years ahead, revisit the issues raised at this 
inaugural edition, and track real progress.”
 
Mounir Bendouch,  
Director at Bunker Suite

“The event brought together a strong lineup of maritime industry professionals 
to discuss some of the most pressing topics shaping the sector today — from 
decarbonisation challenges to the growing role of alternative fuels and rapidly 
evolving technologies.

It was a great opportunity to exchange perspectives, strengthen industry 
connections, and stay closely aligned with the latest developments across the 
Nordic-Baltic region.

A sincere thank you to Ship.Energy for organising such a well-structured and 
insightful event, and for creating a platform that truly encourages collaboration 
and forward-looking dialogue.”
 
Valery Vdovina,  
Physical bunker supplier at Riga port, Latvia

“This week, as part of the Nordic-Baltic Maritime Forum organised by 
ship.energy, I had the opportunity to engage with maritime 
industry around a topic that is rapidly gaining 
momentum:

A big thank you to the organisers for 
making this dialogue possible!
 
Jussi Rämä,  
Technical Sales Manager,  
P2X Solutions Oy
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Headline Conference
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Innovation Day 25 March
with insights from...

Ole Kruse, Market Analyst and Product Manager, agriportance 
GmbH

Dr Carmelo Cartalemi, Global Sales General Manager, WinGD

Wojciech Wrobleski, WinGD

Tor Eiken, Managing Director, Eiken Maritime

Max Fröhlich, Sales Manager, TGE Marine Gas Engineering 
GmbH

Esa Jokioinen, Sales and Marketing Director, Deltamarin

Gianne Middleton, Chief of Staff, MarineFifty

Risto-Juhani Kariranta, CEO, Ahti Climate

Tuomo Jousala, Fleet and Performance Manager and Shipping 
Operations Manager, Neste

Mathias Westerholm, Product Manager, Bio-LNG, Rohe 
Solutions

Deniece Melissa Aiken, Postdoctoral researcher, Maritime 
Transport Research Group, Estonian Maritime Academy

Sofia Fürstenberg Stott, Partner, Fürstenberg Maritime 
Advisory

Conor Fürstenberg Stott, Partner, Fürstenberg Maritime 
Advisory

Tuomo Kuosa PhD, Director of Futures Research, Founding 
Partner, Futures Platform

Jovana Djapa, Global Head of Customer Success, ZeroNorth

Edgar Gillet, Project Manager, AIVP

Kenneth Widell, General Manager, Research Coordination & 
Funding, Wärtsilä Finland

Teemu Manderbacka, Research Team Leader, Maritime, VTT 
Technical Research Center of Finland

Heikki Rajasalo, Customer Account Lead, Maritime, VTT 
Technical Research Center of Finland

David Osborn, Director, Marine Environment Division, IMO 
(International Maritime Organisation) 

Eero Hokkanen, Senior Ministerial Adviser, Alternate 
Permanent Representative of Finland to the IMO, Ministry of 
Transport and Communications of Finland (LVM)

Haakon Berge Wiken, Business Development Director, Omny

Andreas Grefsrud, Cybersecurity Advisory Director, Omny

VIEW ONLINE

https://ship.energy/conference_programme/nbmf26-innovation-day/
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Maritime Resilience Summit 24 March
View programme online

https://ship.energy/conference-extra/nb-maritime-resilience-summit-26/
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Networking
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Branding

Exhibitions
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P2X and Port of Helsinki visits

View all event photos here:   www.flickr.com/photos/petrospot View  conference speaker slides

View  The Nordic-Baltic Maritime Forum website

Useful links

https://www.flickr.com/photos/petrospot/albums/72177720321610757
https://petrospot.sharepoint.com/:f:/s/external/IgDrxAkd1OnRSLbN4UVL8_tnAXnZ4lhUFYJ0VWsFOjtj8Is?e=UIgaHr
https://ship.energy/conference/nordic-baltic-maritime-forum-26/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/petrospot/albums/72177720332749486/


Contacts

Head Office 
ship.energy, 4 Somerville Court,  Trinity Way
Adderbury, Oxfordshire OX17 3SN, UK 

+44 1295 81 44 55  |  info@ship.energy

Managing Director
Lesley Bankes-Hughes
m: +44 7815 57 8643  
e: lesley@ship.energy

Managing Editor
Ian Taylor
e: ian@ship.energy

News Editor
Rhys Berry
e: rhys@ship.energy

Senior Editor
Ariane Morrissey
e: ariane@ship.energy

Production Manager
Cheryl Marshall
e: cheryl@ship.energy

Graphic Designer
Sam Pearce
e: sam@ship.energy

Sales and Business 
Development Manager
William Mulhall
m: +44 7774 49 1587  
e: will@ship.energy

Account Managers
Osei Mitchell 
m: +44 7467 47 7791  
e: osei@ship.energy

Simon Robotham
m: +44 7412 17 5859  
e: simon@ship.energy

Peter Whitehouse
m: +27 7664 11 084
e: peter@ship.energy

Account Executive - 
Event sales
Ellie Harper
m: +44 7483 406 001
e: ellie@ship.energy

CEO & Founder
Llewellyn Bankes-Hughes
m: +44 7768 57 4430
e: lbh@ship.energy

Events Team Leader
Kelli Houghton
e: kelli@ship.energy

Senior Events Coordinator
Hannah Jeacock
e: hannah@ship.energy

Marketing  Co-ordinator
Erica Forrest-Owen
e: erica@ship.energy

Finance & HR Manager
Nicola Relton 
e: nicola@ship.energy

Sales & Systems Support 
Administrator
Laura Clarke
e: laura@ship.energy

Follow us

www.ship.energy

Tune in to the ship.energy podcasts on our 
website or wherever you get your podcasts.

https://www.facebook.com/ship.energyltd/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/shipdotenergy
https://www.flickr.com/photos/petrospot/albums
https://www.instagram.com/ship_energy/
https://x.com/shipdotenergy
https://bsky.app/profile/shipdotenergy.bsky.social
https://www.threads.net/@ship_energy
https://vimeo.com/shipdotenergy
http://ship.energy
https://music.amazon.co.uk/podcasts/1196b616-859f-4619-91d0-237705ac7d5a/the-ship-energy-podcast
https://open.spotify.com/show/7iKIFpcWIJCiIZyzbQLLmM
https://pocketcasts.com/
https://podcasts.apple.com/gb/podcast/the-ship-energy-podcast/id1567271142
https://www.podbean.com/podcast-detail/7kezu-1f984a/The-ship.energy-podcast
https://castbox.fm/channel/The-ship.energy-podcast-id4144054?country=gb

